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Betsy Poulin

From: Conti, Linda <Linda.Conti@maine.gov>

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 3:21 PM

To: joanfairb@roadrunner.com; cheryclukey5@yahoo.com

Cc: Matt Nazar; Betsy Poulin; William Bridgeo

Subject: RE: 103 Winthrop St.

Betsy: 

 

Please submit to planning board before the hearing on Tuesday. 

 

Joan I am very disheartened by this.  I hope you can come down to city hall at 7 on Tuesday. 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: joanfairb@roadrunner.com [mailto:joanfairb@roadrunner.com]  

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2019 10:08 AM 

To: cheryclukey5@yahoo.com 

Subject: 103 Winthrop St. 

 

Linda, 

 

It has recently come to my attention that the Blue Willow Counseling organization is once again trying to take residence 

at 103 Winthrop St. here on the West Side.  I am hoping that the city planners will recognize that this sort of facility does 

not belong in a predominantly residential area and deny the application. 

 

I have lived at the same address (111 Bridge Street) for 39 years and own my home.  This has always, at least for the 

time that I have lived here, been a neighborhood in flux.  Health care facilities have come and gone, and we have had 

more than our fair share.  Some have melded into the neighborhood, some have not.  It is only recently that it seems 

that the neighborhood is beginning to stabilize---homes are being bought up, fixed up, and owners are living in them, 

not just renting them out.  I am all in favor of eclectic neighborhoods, but it would seem that a facility such as Blue 

Willow would not contribute much toward continuing this stabilization, as it seems that the services they offer are 

almost entirely for a transient population.  This is not conducive to a family friendly, residential area.   

 

I have been greatly impressed with the fervor, dedication, hard work, and success of the Augusta Downtown Alliance.  It 

would seem that just maybe Augusta will finally become the city it deserves to be.  New businesses are opening on the 

West Side, and the sort of businesses that are opening appeal to people who are seeking a safe area in which to 

operate...and also, hopefully, to ultimately live.  The facility that Blue Willow hopes to rent or buy is squarely within this 

residential area, and the kind of services it offers, while certainly necessary, do not fit in this type of neighborhood. 

 

Again, I hope the city planners will consider carefully this application and determine that residents of the West Side  

deserve a safe, stable, and family dedicated neighborhoods, and that they will act in the best interests of those of us 

who have lived here for years, as well as those who have recently invested themselves in this area of the city.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joan Fairbanks. 


